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City of Mount Pleasant Activities and Events
Detours and delays can be expected 
as construction continues on the 
West Broadway Street Reconstruction 
Project. The project, which is expected 
to last through August 29, consists 
of the removal and replacement of 
the existing curb and gutter, asphalt, 
and road base from Bradley to Harris 
streets. 

Broadway Street 
will be closed to 
through traffic 
and detoured 
from Broadway 
to Leaton 
Street, Leaton 
to Fessenden 
Avenue,  
proceeding on 
Fessenden to 
Bradley Street. 

Construction workers from Crawford 
Contracting, Inc. of Mt. Pleasant 
plan to be on site Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. At this 
time, no weekend or holiday work is 
scheduled. To learn more about other 
construction updates, visit 
www.mt-pleasant.org. 

Construction Updates

 

AUGUST 
August 2-31: Artwalk Central 

August 11, 25: City Commission,  
7 p.m. City Hall 

August 27: Zoning Board of Appeals, 
7 p.m. City Hall 
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SEPTEMBER 
Sept. 4: Planning Commission,  
7 p.m. City Hall 

Sept. 8, 22: City Commission,  
7 p.m. City Hall 

Sept. 23: Parks and Recreation,  
7 p.m. City Hall 

Sept. 24: Zoning Board of Appeals, 
7 p.m. City Hall 

See the full City calendar at  
www.mt-pleasant.org

For the past 40 years, Phyllis Ahlers 
has been a regular at the Mt. Pleasant 
Farmers’ Market. She remembers 
the days when the Market only 
offered fresh fruits and vegetables 
and not nearly what we see today — 
everything from seasonal produce, 
honey, syrup and flowers to freshly 
pressed flaxseed and hemp oils, shelled 
walnuts, jams, breads, Michigan-caught 
fish and much more. 

“It’s great. I really, really think it’s 
important to have that variety,” Ahlers 
said. “I like buying organic when I can, 
and I like buying local in Michigan and 
local here. That means a lot to me… I 
love the flowers, but I really come for 
the produce.” 

And it’s just a nice place to connect 
with old friends, Ahlers added. 

“Sometimes that’s the only time I see 
them is at the Farmers’ Market,” she 
said. “I just like all of it. I’ve lived in Mt. 
Pleasant my whole life. It’s just where 
my life is.” 

Angie Shaver of Shaver’s Certified 
Organic Farm in Alma is one of more 
than 40 vendors at the Market. 

“This is the best part of the farming... 
It’s the selling we do here,” Shaver 
explained while helping a customer 
purchase some organic herbs. “We’ve 
been here for 22 years. It’s what we do 
for a living.”

The Shavers enjoy bringing their 
organic plants to the Market because 
they know they are helping others 
discover how to best use the plants  
for a number of purposes. 

“You go home and you feel good about 
it, and that’s what keeps you going.” 

The Farmers’ Market is held each 
Thursday and Saturday from June 
through October. The Thursday Market 
is held at Island Park. The Saturday 
Market is at City Hall parking lot, 320 W. 
Broadway in Downtown Mt. Pleasant.

The Mt. Pleasant Farmers’ Market 
strives to make healthy, locally grown 
food an affordable option for all 
incomes. Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients 
can now use their Michigan Bridge 
Card at the Market. The Market also 
accepts Double Up Food Bucks, WIC 
Project FRESH and Senior Project 
FRESH/Market FRESH coupons. • 

Summer 2014 tax bills were mailed June 27, 2014. If you have not received your 
bill or if you have questions, please call 989-779-5384.  
Summer tax bills are due without penalty by July 31.

Summer Taxes  

 www.facebook.com/mtpleasantmi

 @MtPleasantMI 



Preparation for the construction of a new 
dog park is underway. Earlier this year, the 
City of Mt. Pleasant, Union Township and 
the Friends of the Dog Park agreed to the 
parameters and specifics for the dog park 
project, which will be located on a three-
acre site at Mission Creek Park. 
The park, which will include separate areas 
for small dogs and large dogs, is expected 
to open in early October. 
“It makes me feel very proud that residents 
of Mt. Pleasant and Union Township have 
come together to support this park, which 
will benefit everyone,” said Sue Gamble of 
Friends of the Dog Park, a local grassroots 
group involved in significant fundraising 
efforts on behalf of creating the park. 

The City will launch a pilot program 
this fall to evaluate a residential 
neighborhood parking concept to lessen 
unnecessary traffic through residential 
neighborhoods and reduce on-street 
parking by commuters to Central 
Michigan University’s campus.
On-street parking regulations in the 
target area will be restricted to residents 
only between 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-
Friday. 
The two areas that will participate in the 
program are residential neighborhoods 
adjacent to CMU’s campus and student 
neighborhoods between High and 
Bellows and Fancher to Douglas streets. 

The work to monitor the conditions of the 
City of Mt. Pleasant’s wastewater and storm 
water systems is underway and will continue 
into the coming years with the support of 
a nearly $2 million grant from the State of 
Michigan awarded earlier this year. 
The Stormwater, Asset Management, 
and Wastewater (SAW) grant involves a 
number of steps in order to develop an 
asset management plan for the entire storm 
and wastewater collection and treatment 
systems.
Fieldwork has started on the sewer 
collection system televising. Because of 
this, City residents may see cleaning and 
televising equipment in their neighborhood. 
The contract allows for this process to 
happen over the next two years.  
The televising process involves cleaning 
the pipe with water at high pressure then 
sending a robotic camera system into the 
sewer pipe and recording its condition. This 
condition information will then be used to 
produce a comprehensive maintenance 
plan in order to keep the collection system 
working properly into the future.
The DEQ received 673 applications totaling 
$541 million in December 2013 and Mt. 
Pleasant was one of 92 municipalities that 
received a share of the $97 million available 
for 2014.  •

Phase I of the Mt. Pleasant Center 
Project was completed over the winter 
and spring months despite inclement 
weather conditions.

The work included the demolition of 
two buildings highly concentrated with 
asbestos.  

House Bill No. 5779, introduced by Rep. 
Bill Caul and signed into law on Oct. 25, 
2010, allowed the State to convey the 
Mt. Pleasant Center property to the City 
of Mt. Pleasant for $1 and expenses. Two 
portions of the site were offered to the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, and one 
portion, known as the “main campus,” 
to the City. After extensive research and 
community outreach, the City purchased 
the property in 2011 for the purpose of 
preparing it for a future redevelopment. 

“Phase I of the demolition was a 
tremendous success.  Melching 
Demolition did an excellent job 
despite having to work through the 
brutal winter,” said Ryan Londrigan, 
project manager with AKT Peerless 
Environmental & Energy Services. 

“Funding assistance from the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality 
and Michigan Land Bank Authority really 
helped make the Phase I demolition and 
cleanup a reality.”

Teen Lock-In
Friday-Saturday, August 1-2
8 p.m. to 8 a.m.
Veterans Memorial Library,  
301 S. University

British Soccer Camp
Monday-Friday, August 4-8
Varies by Age Group
Sunnyside Park

British Sports Camp
Monday-Friday, August 22-24
9 a.m. to noon
Sunnyside Park

One Direction Ultimate Fan Party
Friday, August 15
8 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Library, 301 S. University

Start Smart™ Flag Football
Tuesdays, July 29-Sept. 2 
5:30 p.m. or 6:30 p.m.
Sunnyside Park

Start Smart™ Soccer
Sundays or Tuesdays, Sept. 7 to Oct. 14
Sundays – 1:30 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays – 5:30 p.m. or 6:30 p.m.
Sunnyside Park

Flag Football
Saturdays, Sept. 13 to Oct. 18 
Mornings, Register by August 20
Sunnyside Park

Fall Youth Soccer
Sundays, Sept. 14 to Oct. 19
Afternoons, Register by August 20
Sunnyside Park

Adult Kickball
Mondays, Sept. 8 to Oct. 24
Evenings
Island Park

Adult Softball (16 inch)
Thursdays, Sept. 11 to Oct. 23
Evenings
Island Park

Learn more about these  
programs and register here: 
www.mt-pleasant.org/recreation

Following a national search and a unanimous vote by the City Commission, Nancy 
Ridley will lead the City of Mt. Pleasant as its next City Manager.

“I am honored and humbled to be the next City Manager,” Ridley 
said. “I am looking forward to working with the City Commission 
and staff to move the City’s vision forward.”

Ridley, who has been the interim manager since Kathie Grinzinger 
retired last December, is the City’s chief administrative official 
and is responsible for the day-to-day administration of all City 
activities, departments and offices. 

Ridley worked as the city’s Director of Finance (CFO) for 16 
years, and was chosen by Grinzinger to act as Assistant City Manager during her 
time in office. She held both the CFO role and the Interim City Manager position 
simultaneously during the search process over the past six months.

“I will enjoy the opportunity to work with the staff and community partners to 
continue making Mt. Pleasant a place that residents and businesses want to come to 
and stay and that visitors want to return to,” Ridley added.  • 

“This dog park will benefit so many 
residents in the community by allowing 
them to have a place where their dogs 
can run free and people can share their 
love of their dogs,” she said. “It can also 
be a place where people can meet other 
dog lovers.”  •

Ten smart meters, which allow for 
payment with coins or credit cards, will 
also be installed along the 1000 block 
of Main Street. 
Property owners who wish to use 
on-street parking during this timeframe 
may apply to the Department of 
Building Safety, Community Services 
Division at City Hall for a window 
decal for personal vehicle/s or request 
guest passes for visitors free of charge. 
Service personnel (lawn service, 
contractors, etc.) working on properties 
will be exempt.  
Questions about the program or other 
neighborhood issues may be directed 
to Brian Kench of the City’s Community 
Services Division at 989-779-5301.  •

Londrigan is hopeful that the City will be 
able to begin a Phase II demolition project 
in the near future.  “We’re working hard 
to make the next phase of blight removal 
happen and look forward to the successful 
redevelopment of the site,” he added. 

Darrick Huff, project manager with Spicer 
Group, agreed. 

“It’s exciting to see the buildings along 
Pickard removed.  It really opens up the 
site and gives it a new feel,” he said. 
“There are still a number of blighted 
buildings that need to come down on 
the site.  I think there are prospects to 
continue the removal that the City has 
started and we need to remain vigilant 
to funding opportunities as they present 
themselves.”

Some possible funding resources 
include the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality and other state 
and federal grants. To learn more about 
the project, visit www.mt-pleasant-org/
our_city/mtpleasantcenter.  •

Mt. Pleasant Center Project: Mt. Pleasant City Manager News 

Dog Park Update 

Parking Pilot Study

Refuse Collection
Phase I complete Parks & Recreation

   The City of Mt. Pleasant provides refuse 
collection service to residents for single-
family dwellings and duplexes.

   Rooming house residents must use refuse 
carts or dumpsters and contract with a 
private waste hauler licensed to operate 
in the City limits. The carts should be kept 
out of sight from the street except on 
trash days.

   Currently, refuse bags and tags are $20.50 
for a package of 10 (use one or the other).

   Refuse bags and tags may be purchased 
at Meijer, Ric’s, Kroger, both Walgreens 
stores and City Hall. Curtiss Hardware 
(downtown) sells tags only.

   One tag must be placed on each generic 
trash bag or on the handle of a 34-gallon 
trash can. Trash containers with capacity 
over 34 gallons cannot be used. Do not 
overfill the trash container; no bags above 
the top of the container unless each bag 
is separately tagged.

   There is no limit to the number of City 
refuse bags you can use at one time.

   To learn more, contact the Public Works 
Office at (989) 779-5401.  •

DEQ grant news

Reminders


